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ON THE COVER
The brand new 39 Top Gun
has hit the water and is
sure to be a popular boat,
especially among Cigarette
enthusiasts. We also took
a look at the 28- and
32-foot Sunsations.
Photography provided by

the manufacturers.

27
Alpha Gen II Drive ‘_TGCh QXA 12
Sel'ViCQ 20 Adapting your fuel-injected ZZ572.
When it comes to drive service, it's better | Q_LliCk T@‘L_h 98!

to be safe than sorry. Here's what's
involved.

Exhausted Exhaust
Manifold 27

Replacing corroded stock exhaust mani-
folds with GLM Products’ two-piece sys-
tem.

'Tune-Up the V-6 32

Maintaining peak performance with your

regularly scheduled tune-up.

Marine Motor Filter

Silence is Golden

: Couple-Mate your trailer and tow vehicle.

32

Lower those decibels with GGB mufflers.

PlugandPlay
SmartCraft gauges and DTS controls make you an
expert rigger.

VST Filter Replacement 76

Forensics 39
Choosing the right air filter is more impor-
tant than you think.

\

o — i

iChanging your fuel filter can save your engine.

Free-Flowing Exhaust 80

Magnaflow Performance Exhaust pmviﬂés extra
torque and power for those uphill hauls.

Winterizing Your
Performance Outboard I\
Engine 86

_ Preparing your engine for winter hibernation. 61
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WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY BY WARREN KOSIKOV :

Exhausted Exhaust

Corrosion from Saltwater Use has Taken Its Toll On Our Stock Exhaust Manifolds. We
‘Turned to GLM Products and Its Two-Piece Replacement Parts to Fill the Bill. |

arts wear out—it's a fact of life. Sometimes we cause
parts to wear out sooner than expected. In the case of
| our project runabout V-6, we came to a crossroads a
| couple years ago. The boat was spending much more time in the
| garage under the cover than on the water. One of the reasons
for this was because the crowded waterways of Southern
| California freshwater lakes had

just become a deterrent. Long
lines on the ramp and general
crowding every weekend just
sucked the fun right out of boat-

We made a decision to splash
the old runabout in salt water.
Long Beach, California, was an easy tow, the launch ramps were
not too crowded and the boating there was great. There was
plenty of protected water, lots of scenery and great places to
cruise and stop for lunch. Admittedly, we did cringe when the
trailer first encountered the salty stuff, and we were expecting
some sort of smoke to rise from the water from a chemical reac-

We flushed the motor each
time it was dunked in salt
water, but recently, corrosion

ing began to take its toll.

tion, but there was none of that. What did happen was that we
found a new place to go boating, and we really enjoyed what Long '
Beach Harbor had to offer. Soon we were taking the boat to San
Diego and doing harbor cruises in Channel Islands Harbor.

We flushed the motor each time it was dunked in salt water,
but recently, corrosion began to take its toll. The exhaust mani-
folds were showing signs of cor-
rosion, and the price we were
going to have to pay for this were
new exhaust manifolds. We
turned to GLM Products in
Monrovia, California, for its cast
two-piece system. The company

but we thought that the cast system would work out better for
continued occasional saltwater use. Yes, they are heavier, but in
this case, we were looking for durability, not weight savings. The
parts we ordered from GLM retail for less than $600, an excellent
price for what you get, especially compared to the OE price. The
install was also pretty easy and straightforward. =

does offer aluminum manifolds, ‘

Continued
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| Exhaust Manifold Install
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1 These stock exhaust manifolds have seen better days. They look fine on the outside but are rusted on
the inside. 2 The job started with the removal of the old one-piece manifolds. First remove the manifold
drain hose. 3 Continue by loosening the bellows hose clamps. 4 Remove the exhaust manifald mounting
bolts. 5 Once the bolts are removed, the manifold will lift right off the block. & Here is the exposed
block. This is an opportune time to examine the exhaust ports for corrosion. 7 Here is a view of the
water/exhaust discharge portion of the old exhaust manifold. You can see the evidence of corrosion. 8
Here is a shot of the exhaust port on the old manifold. Again, note the rust inside the port. There should
be no rust in this area. With this evidence, we performed a compression test on the engine to ensure
that the exhaust valve/seat did not get corroded. In this case, we were lucky. 9 Remove the old exhaust
manifold gasket. Scrape the old gasket off the cylinder head. 10 Maveric Marine always goes the addi-
tional mile and uses a 3M abrasive disk to thoroughly clean the gasket surface. 11 Next you want to
paint the surface with Mercury's Phantom Black paint to prevent corrosion. 12 Install the new drain
elbow into the exhaust manifold. 13 Apply Perfect Seal to the exhaust elbow gasket prior to installation
(depending on the material that your gasket is made of). Some MerCruiser gaskets do not require
sealant. 14 Install the new manifold. The tip here is to insert the two outermost screws through the
manifold and the gasket to keep the gasket in place. Once everything is lined up, slide the assembly
onto the head. 15 The new exhaust manifold in place. 16 Apply Perfect Seal into the exhaust tube prior
to installing the new exhaust elbow. This will ease installation and provide a better seal. 17 Install the new
exhaust elbow into the exhaust tube. 18 Install the tube that connects the riser to the elbow and attach the
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19 Apply Perfect Seal to the inside of the
exhaust tube. 20 Attach the new riser to
the exhaust tube. 21 Align the gasket and
exhaust riser. 22 Install the bolts through
exhaust riser into the new manifold. 23

As an added touch, we painted the bolts to
match the black engine. 24 Make sure
all the hose clamps are in place and
securely tightened. 25 Re-attach the hose
from the thermostat housing to the exhaust
manifold. 26 Here is the finished project.






